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About Bioinstitut 

Bioinstitut, o. p. s. was founded in 2004 as a partner organisation to FiBL – a Swiss research institute for organic 
agriculture, Czech PRO-BIO Association of Organic Farmers, and the Palacky University in Olomouc.

Our aim is the development of organic farming in the Czech Republic which we support by means of consultancy, 
training, and the transfer of findings from research into practical use, activities in publishing, education a promotion 
amongst specialists and the public, and communication of the sector’s needs at the level of state administration.

Consultancy

�� subsidies and financial support in agriculture (RDP, cross-compliance, everyday operational records, OF 
inspection)

�� landscape-management subsidies and MoA programmes (Care of Landscape Programme, Natural Landscape 
Function Renewal Programme), OP Environment

Education and training

�� Organic model farms, training courses and seminars
�� updating www.rokpudy.cz website and Bioinstitut YouTube Bioinstitut

Publishing activities

�� publication of practical manuals and translation of foreign methodical guides and handbooks, OF Yearbooks

We see organic farming as the only supervised and legally defined method of sustainable agriculture in 
the Czech Republic which has not only a productive function, but also a whole range of non-productive 

functions, supporting sustainable rural development, biodiversity of landscape and sustainable production of food.
Bioinstitut is the coordinator of the Czech Technology Platform for Organic Agriculture (CTPOA) founded in 

2010. In 2018 the CTPOA had a total of 27 members (8 members among primary producers, traders, processors, 
and OA inspectors, 16 members from research, educational and advisory institutions, 1 member representing 
the consumer public and 1 member from the PR sector). www.ctpez.cz
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Managerial Board
�� CHAIRPERSON  -   -   -   - Ing. Zdeněk Perlinger
�� VICE -CHAIRPERSON  - Ing. Petr Trávníček

�� MEMBERS   -   -   -   -   Dr. Ing. Agr. ETH Urs Niggli 
Ing. Přemysl Čech  
Ing. Jiří Urban 
Andrea Vizinová 

People in Bioinstitut

Supervisory board
�� CHAIRPERSON  -   -   -   - Ing. František Chlad 
�� MEMBERS   -  -  -  -  -  -  Ing. Miloslav Knížek 

Ing. Renata Baslerová

Employees
�� Mgr. Pavlína Samsonová – Director
�� Mgr. Karolína Pečenková, Ph.D. – project coordinator (on maternity leave)
�� Ing. Andrea Hrabalová – project coordinator
�� Ing. Jiří Lehejček – coordinator for communication and cooperation with IFOAM EU 
�� Ing. Alena Malíková – adviser on organic farming, nature conservation and landscape protection

External colleague 
�� Mgr. Kateřina Čapounová
�� accredited MoA advisers and others 

Translation and interpretation  
�� Ina & Jim Leckie
�� Ing. Radomil Hradil
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A question of soil – a question of life II

�� Registration number: 38/2018
�� Implementation period: 1. 1. 2018 – 31. 12. 2018
�� Provider: Ministry of Agriculture
�� The project was co-financed by the Union of Marginal Areas and KEZ o.p.s. control authority

Via the project “A question of soil – a question of life” we continued to update the www.rokpudy.cz website 
and the Bioinstitut YouTube info channel.

We organised two seminars: Soil conservation farming focusing on intercrops (Secondary School of Agriculture 
and Technical Secondary School, Poděbrady) – intended primarily for farmers, students, advisers and state 
administration clerks; and Ecosystem services of extensively farmed grassland in highland and upland regions 
(Frymburk) – intended for farmers, local government clerks and advisers. Lecturer´s presentations from both 
seminars are accessible at www.rokpudy.cz. 

 Thanks to the financial donations of our supporters, we followed on from the second seminar by organising a 
meeting of specialists who did further work on the theme of ecosystem services, and collectively formulated the 
so-called Frymburk Challenge, which we passed on to the Ministry of Agriculture – Department of Environmental 
and Organic Agriculture and Organic Farming Division. The aim of the meeting and formulation of the challenge 

Cooperation with the MoA 
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was to produce persuasive material which would support the financial evaluation of measures to support 
ecosystem functions and services of agricultural landscapes within RDP subsidies. 

The text of the Challenge is accessible at www.rokpudy.cz (in Czech only) in the section Půda pro život/
Frymburská výzva I. a II. (Soil for life / Frymburk Challenge I and II). The farming public has been informed of the 
conclusions of the meeting through the magazine Zemědělec (Farmer) No. 50/2018. The text can be viewed 
on the website ČTPEZ/Články/ČTPEZ for Zemědělec magazine.

A video was also produced, paid for by donations, entitled “Sucho začíná tam, kde končí život v půdě” (“Drought 
begins where life in the soil ends” – a lecture in Czech language by Ing. Jaroslav Záhora from Mendel University) 
– at the time of compiling this report, the video had been seen by 3,800 people.

More about the project at: http://bioinstitut.cz/cz/projekty ‑spoluprace/o ‑pude/jde ‑o‑pudu‑2018

Promotion of regional organic production and cooperation

�� Registration number: 35/2018
�� Implementation period: 1. 1. 2018 – 31. 12. 2018
�� Provider: Ministry of Agriculture

The project “BIO in the region” – Promotion of 
regional organic production and cooperation 

focusing on improvement of consumer awareness of 
organic farming and organic production on a regional 
level, was coordinated by Bioinstitut for the third 
consecutive year.

The aim of the project was to raise interest in issues 
of organic farming among the younger generation. 
The benefit to the main target group – students at 
technical secondary schools specializing in catering, 
was the opportunity to look at this theme from different 
perspectives. Firstly, within theoretical seminars with 
the participation of specialists from the organic sector 
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and local practitioners. Secondly, in the form of excursions to organic farms or producers of organic foods in the 
vicinity of the schools. Thirdly, through practical sessions of cooking meals from organic ingredients, under the 
supervision of external professionals from the catering industry. The mix of activities allowed students to learn 
about and experience organic production and the principles of organic farming by various means. 

This triple-activity pack was provided for three selected schools in different regions. The schools included: the 
School of Hotel Services in Mariánské Lázně (Karlovarský Region), the Secondary School of Hotel-management 
and Catering in Teplice nad Metují (Královéhradecký Region), and the Secondary School of Services in Jihlava 
(Vysočina Region).

Specialized excursions are a much-appreciated part of the project. With the students from the chosen 
schools we visited Otročín farm, Hollandia dairy in Karlovy Vary, M&M Bio sheep farm in Šonov and Dvorský goat 
farm in Olešenka. Altogether, about 260 people took part in these events, mostly students and teachers of the 
selected secondary schools.

More about the project at: http://bioinstitut.cz/cz/projekty ‑spoluprace/propagace ‑regionalni‑
‑bioprodukce ‑a‑spoluprace/aktivity‑2018
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UNISECO – understanding and improving 
the sustainability of agro-ecological systems in the EU

�� Registration number: 773901 – H2020-SFS-2017-2
�� Implementation period: 5/2018 – 4/2021
�� Provider: The project is funded by the EU Horizon 2020 program for research and innovation, within grant 

agreement No. 773901 

The project focuses on improvement of understanding of the socio-economic and political barriers and driving 
forces of further development and implementation of the agro-ecological approach in EU farming systems, 

with the aim of identifying and proposing more effective strategies for European agriculture.
The main question for the project is – How can a balance be achieved in the provision of public goods and 

agricultural production while also assuring economic and social sustainability at the level of the agricultural 
business, without being too dependent on public resources? 
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Bioinstitut is one of 18 partners in the project and is responsible for implementation of a case study in the 
Czech Republic. Within this case study, which begins in 2019, the social, economic, and environmental efficiency 
of selected agro-ecological farming systems will be evaluated in comparison with conventional farming, with the 
help of models from abroad, as well as evaluating their long-term sustainability. Both local barriers and incentives 
to transition to agro-ecological systems of farming will be analysed, with the aim of proposing new, innovative 
strategies and effective measures to support agro-ecological farming.

More about the project at: http://bioinstitut.cz/cz/projekty ‑spoluprace/uniseco ‑porozumeni ‑a‑zlepseni‑
‑udrzitelnosti ‑agroekologickych ‑zemedelskych ‑systemu ‑v‑eu

and at the project’s website: https://uniseco ‑project.eu/

NEXTFOOD – educating a new generation  
of professionals in the agrifood chain

�� Registration number: 771738 – H2020-SFS-2017-2 
�� Implementation period: 1. 5. 2018 – 30. 4. 2022
�� Provider: The project is funded by the EU Horizon 2020 program for research and innovation, within grant 

agreement No. 771738 

The aim of the project is to move towards sustainable agrifood and forestry systems within the EU through 
changes in the approach to education of future specialists in these fields. NEXTFOOD questions the linear 

approach to passing on information from its holders (academics, advisers, practitioners) to its recipients (students, 
farmers). Instead, it aims for a change to participative mutual creation of knowledge, in which the learner is the 
centre of attention, is actively confronted and equally responsible for the result (see diagram).

Within the first year of project implementation, Bioinstitut participated in research into current approaches to 
“actively” focused agricultural education and research. We are involved in the development of an evaluation tool, 
the aim of which is to assess the practically oriented results of research, development and education in terms of 
their economic, environmental and social benefit.

More about the project at: http://bioinstitut.cz/cz/projekty ‑spoluprace/nextfood
Project website https://www.nextfood ‑project.eu/

Commissions from our partners
Training for Organic Agriculture Inspection Staff

The annual training event for OA inspection staff took place in Lísek u Bystřice nad Pernštejnem. The topic 
of the specialist part of the programme was Notification – approaches to investigation at the level of member 
states; tools for the fight against pests in storage facilities in organic systems; legislation on storage and the use 
of fertilizers; conditions for the use of digestate in organic farming and judgement of the state of health and 
nutrition of livestock in conditions of drought. A practical course was held at Mitrovský dvůr organic farm. The 
theme was a model example of control of the nutritional state of livestock.
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Publications

Yearbook 2017  
Organic farming  
in the Czech Republic 

Every year the MoA, the IAEI (Institute of Agricultural 
Economics and Information) and the CTPOA cooperate 
in the publication of an Organic Farming Yearbook, 
which summarises statistical information on organic 
farming in the Czech Republic. The Yearbook is 
published bilingually, in Czech and English. The printed 
version is available from the MoA, the electronic version 
is accessible at:: http://bioinstitut.cz/cz/ekologicke‑
zemedelstvi/rocenky‑ez

Successful cultivation 
of legume-cereal mixes 

Growing demand for protein-rich feed has been so 
far mostly satisfied by imported soya beans. However, 
this contradicts the principle of sustainability – a vital 
pillar of organic agriculture. Growing soya beans 
and other legumes as monocultures under organic 
conditions is problematic. Therefore, FiBL research 
institute carried out field trials growing a mix of selected 
feed legumes and grain cereals to substitute silage. 
This guidebook sums up the results of numerous 
years, introduces recommended mixes and methods 
of growing these. Download (in Czech only) at:  http://
bioinstitut.cz/cz/publikace/uspesne‑pestovani‑
luskovin‑ve‑smesi‑s‑obilovinou

EKOLOGICKÉ ZEMĚDĚLSTVÍ
V ČESKÉ REPUBLICE

ROČENKA / YEARBOOK 2017

ORGANIC FARMING
IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC
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Rostoucí poptávka po bílkovinných krmivech 
je dosud uspokojována převážně dovo-
zem sóji. To však odporuje principu 
trvalé udržitelnos� , na němž je eko-
logické zemědělství postaveno. 
Pěstování sóji a dalších luskovin 
v monokultuře je ve Švýcarsku 
problematické. Jak ukazují 
provozní pokusy Výzkumného 
ústavu pro ekologické země-
dělství FiBL, může pěstování 
luskovinoobilných směsek 
výrazně zlepšit výnosovou 
jistotu a ekonomické para-
metry tuzemské produkce 
rostlinných bílkovin. 
Tato poradenská příručka shrnu-
je aktuální poznatky k pěstování 
luskovin ve směsce s obilovinou 
a nabízí doporučení pro jejich úspěš-
nou produkci ve švýcarských podmín-
kách.

Úspěšné pěstování luskovin 
ve směsce s obilovinou

Yearbook 2017  
Organic farming  
in the Czech Republic



Financial review 2018

EUR = 25,725 CZK
(according to Czech National Bank 

exchange rate 31. 12. 2018)

Report on management 
and use of financial 
means from the 
Education and Further 
Development Fund

In 2018 Bioinstitut, o.p.s. did not draw any 
financial means from the Education and 
Further Development Fund, the final state 
of account on 31. 12. 2018 is 573,307.09 CZK.

BUSINESS RESULT

 CZK EUR

Total Income 4 045 905 157 275

Total  
Expenditure

4 108 476 159 707 

Business Result 62 571 2 432

EXPENDITURE

Breakdown of costs CZK EUR

Material – general needs 26 319 1 023

Goods sold 756 29

Travel 189 056 7 349

Representation costs 34 336 1 335

Other services 1 328 612 51 647

Salaries 1 940 621 75 437

Salaries – positional remuneration 24 000 933

Compulsory social insurance 472 531 18 369

Other social costs 5 263 205

Other taxes and fees 9 580 372

Other fines and penalties 0 0

Written off bad debts 0 0

Exchange rate losses 3 008 117

Donations (publication, printing) 0 0

Other additional costs 11 823 459

Contributions from participants  
in organisation

0 0

TOTAL 4 045 905 157 275

INCOME

Breakdown of income CZK EUR

Income from own produce 0 0

Income from sale of services 658 722 25 606

Income from goods sold 39 908 1 551

Other fines and penalties 0 0 

Interest 1 161 45

Exchange rate gains 1 0

Fund accounts 0 0

Accepted contributions (gifts) 160 024 6 221

Other additional income 0 0

Contributions from participants  
in organisation

0 0

Operational grants 3 248 660 126 284

TOTAL 4 108 476 159 707
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Auditor’s report on final accounts for the year 2018
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Bioinstitut  
is a member of

Czech Technology Platform  
for Organic Farming

PRO-BIO Association  
of Organic Farmers

Green Circle – Platform  
of non-governmental  

ecological organizations

International association IFOAM World  
and IFOAM EU Group

FiBL International
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Cooperation

Cooperation
�� ABCERT AG
�� Czech Society for Ornithology
�� Organic farms participating in the “Organic Farmers for Nature” network
�� IFOAM World and IFOAM EU Group
�� KEZ o.p.s.
�� Ministry of Agriculture of the Czech Republic (MoA)
�� PRO-BIO League
�� PRO-BIO Association of Organic Farmers, Šumperk, and its regional branches
�� Union of Marginal Areas 
�� Central Institute for Supervising and Testing in Agriculture
�� FiBL Research Institute of Organic Agriculture – Switzerland, Germany, Austria

 
Our special thanks to
�� A collective of external colleagues for their cooperation in elaborating handbooks and guides
�� Lecturers speaking at educational seminars
�� All sponsors supporting our projects financially
�� All people and organizations supporting us and helping us in our work
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Contacts Bioinstitut, o. p. s. 
Institut pro ekologické zemědělství  
a udržitelný rozvoj krajiny

Contacts:  
Ondřejova 489/13 
779 00 Olomouc – Chválkovice 
Czech Republic

ID No.: 268 569 48, Tax ID: CZ 268 569 48 
tel: +420 581 115 181 
e-mail: info@bioinstitut.cz

Company recorded in the Business Register of the Regional Court in Ostrava on 9th April 2005, Section O, File 198

Donations

If you are interested in the activities of Bioinstitut for the sector of organic farming and you would like to give us your 
financial support, you can make a donation by credit transfer to: Account No. 196 757 397 / 0300 held in Československá 

obchodní Bank.
We welcome financial support of any kind for our activities. If you would like us to send you confirmation of receipt of 

your donation (e.g. for the purpose of a tax statement), please email us the necessary information (name and permanent 
address). We thank you in advance for whatever financial contribution you are able to make.


