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PREAMBLE 

We, 120 women from 30 nations of Western, Central and Eastern Europe and the CIS countries including Central Asia, have met in Celakovice, near Prague, to formulate our contribution and priorities to the World Summit on Sustainable Development and express our concerns to the Heads of State preparing for WSSD (Johannesburg 26 August – 4 September 2002).

9 ISSUES

We gathered in working groups, to give essential input into the process of preparing for the World Summit. The recommendations below are not intended to be comprehensive but to indicate priorities defined by the women at the conference.

STOP WARS AND OTHER ARMED CONFLICTS

Peace and demilitarization are a prerequisite for sustainable development. World leaders must do everything in their power to stop all wars and other armed conflicts. Funds must be redirected from current militarization to peaceful conflict resolution, to victims of war, and towards the fight to eradicate the root causes of war, such as poverty and unsustainable development – which increase the inequality between nations and within. Funds should be used for the empowerment of women and for humanitarian actions - for the future of our children and the planet.

It is our money that Governments use for war. As long as we are silent, we are also responsible. We must take action now. Women can play an important role in peaceful conflict solving. We therefore demand: 

· Equal influence for women in questions of peace and security, for example through creation of a Women’s Security Council and increasing the number of women in the United Nations Security Council to 60%.

ERADICATE POVERTY 

We, women coming from different countries in Western, Central and Eastern Europe and Central Asia, have shared our experiences and data that show clearly that the poverty situation in the region has deteriorated tremendously during the past decade – especially in the NIS, and that trends do not show any improvement. This has an enormous impact on the lives and livelihoods of women. In many areas environmental security and justice are failing, and conflicts and war take a heavy toll.    

The poverty situation, especially amongst women, youth, children and elderly in the region should be recognized widely and we call on our governments and the international community, including the EU, the Council of Europe, the UN and the international financial institutions (IFIs) to:

· Empower women and civil society at large, and give priority to strategic education and leadership development of women, and to widespread training on gender issues of all actors.

· Ensure women’s continuing access to and control of their basic resources and services (including land, water, energy, biodiversity, intellectual property, information and mass media, training, social safety, diverse jobs, income and financial services -  including women’s banks), and guarantee their equal access to and control of decision-making at all levels.

· Ensure compliance with national legislation and international legal treaties and promote and develop mechanisms for implementation and monitoring of poverty eradication measures. Guarantee the independence of the legislative, judicial and executive powers.

· Develop and implement poverty reduction strategies which are country-specific and stakeholder-owned, and which are under public control. Raise a tax on international financial transactions to finance poverty reduction programs – with full participation of the poor. 

· Ensure transparency in governance. Condemn corruption and guarantee that invested funds are not misused, as corruption is often a main catalyst of poverty.

· Fight criminality, in particular trafficking and abuse of women and children. 

a Healthy environment – a human right 

The goals of sustainable development cannot be achieved when there is a high prevalence of debilitating disease, and a population’s health cannot be maintained without ecologically sound sustainable development and support to countries in transition and developing countries. 

Every human has a right to live and work in a clean and healthy environment, with clean air, soil, food and water, access to information and protection of human rights. The health of people should take precedence over economic interests.

We need to empower women as full partners in sustainable development, using their experience, knowledge and commitment to implement the aims and goals of the WSSD.

There is enough scientific evidence to suggest a strong link between environmental pollution, such as POP’s, nuclear contamination, and pesticides, on reproductive health, developmental and neurological disorders, cancer and allergies. We are deeply concerned with the lack of implementation of the precautionary approach. The lack of specific indicators of environmental health effects due to environmental degradation and the lack of universal monitoring of health problems as a result has been one of the main obstacles to full recognition of the problems. Lack of monitoring is no excuse for lack of action.

Women and children are especially susceptible to the influence of environmental degradation and pollution and are the first to feel its effects. Exposure to toxic chemicals, substances and radiation has an impact on women’s health, in particular reproductive health and the development of the child. Therefore their health should be used as an indicator of the state of the environment. Norms and standards should be based on levels which do not harm the developing foetus and child.

At the dawn of the new millenium poverty is likely to remain the number one killer worldwide. The poor suffer the most from illnesses and environmental degradation exacerbated by economic crisis.

Poor health in turn is signified by the resurgence of such communicable diseases as malaria and social diseases such as tuberculosis, the quick spread of HIV/AIDS, waterborne diseases, low life expectancy, malnutrition, and continuous environmental pollution.

Our Women’s Action Agenda for Sustainability calls for responses on the following key issues:

· Adjust norms and standards for chemicals and radiation so as not to have any negative impact on the developing foetus and child. 

· Support and enforce national and international environmental and health legislation (including international legal standards) on: 

· maintaining and protecting health, paying particular attention to most vulnerable groups, focusing on women’s health, sexual and reproductive rights,  including the right to healthy pregnancy and giving birth to healthy children; 

· protecting human rights for a safe environment and free access to justice for all, in accordance with the goal of the right to a healthy environment. 

· Allocate more resources for better access to health information and education, and freely available quality health care services. 

· Protect health from negative influence from the environment in accordance with international standards, monitoring the results using environmental impact assessment. 

· Ratify the treaties and conventions on the control and elimination of potentially harmful chemicals, toxic substances, radiation and other hazardous processes, and express full commitment and responsibility to implementation. 

· Increase support to programs to combat HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, malnutrition, water borne diseases, infant mortality, and other social and communicable diseases.

· Establish independent scientific research on the links between environmental pollution and health, and make a global database available to all. 

· Define a set of indicators such as life expectancy, developmental and reproductive disorders, breast cancer and other cancer incidence, incidence of asthma and allergic diseases, and the level of contaminants in breast milk to measure the impact of the WSSD planned strategies on progress towards sustainability in health.
GUARANTEE EQUAL ACCESS TO WATER AND PROPER SANITATION 
Our Women’s Action Agenda for Sustainability calls for responses on the following key issues:

On a global scale, guarantee equal rights to access to safe drinking water and proper sanitation. 

At the international level 

Water should be considered as a common good and not subject to WTO negotiations. Hygiene, water and sanitation should be acknowledged as environmental human rights, and related to human development and health, the elimination of poverty, and environmental sustainability. 
The necessary holistic approach demands integrated management of all water resources. To safeguard environmental health, water and sanitation improvements should be directly linked with the development and  protection of freshwater resources.

At national/local level

· Empowerment of the local users/consumers to participate in decision making. 

· Transparent governance and involvement of local stakeholders, promotion of gender equity and encouragement of women to take leadership roles in water management.

· Development of a strong legal framework for the public/state regulation of the water sector in line with international regulations and with WHO recommendations.

· Technology choice, encouraging the use of a wide variety of appropriate household- or community-based, low-cost technologies, and support for research and pilot programs on sanitation and water supply

· Mobilization of financial resources for affordable services, with cross subsidies focussed on assisting the very poor and vulnerable groups.  

· Education for sustainable water use. 
Sustainable Consumption and Production are essential

Production and consumption is essential to life, and impacts the daily routines of every one of us. Without making production and consumption processes and patterns sustainable, a truly sustainable society will never be achieved. Unsustainable patterns of production and consumption are increasingly a major source of - and contributor to - wars and armed conflicts throughout the world.

A sustainable society connot be achieved without gender equality. Therefore, the policies and decision-making that determine consumption and production should always be based on gender analysis. Policies should also contribute to more equal gender relations, for example by challenging the gendered division of work.

Rather than as separate entities, production, distribution and consumption should be considered as an integrated cycle, with a sustainability and a gender approach applied at all its stages. Failure to do this will have serious consequences. 

Consumers can have a strong influence over industry, but only when they are empowered by the existence of choice. Even where there is apparent choice, it may be severely restricted by:

· cost – people only have the freedom to make ecological choices if these choices are available and affordable;

· distorted communication (eg advertising) and limited access to accurate information due to the commercialisation of the media.

These restrictions apply particularly to women, as they often make consumption decisions for others as well as themselves. However, women should not bear the burden of blame for unsustainable consumption patterns.

Our Women’s Action Agenda for Sustainability calls for responses on the following key issues:

· Equitable sharing of the World’s Resources. While some parts of the world’s population over-consume, others, a large proportion of whom are women and children, need to increase their consumption in order to meet the minimum standards of living set down in the Universal Declaration for Human Rights. An international effort is needed to establish the necessary mechanisms for the equitable sharing of the world’s resources. 

· Promotion of alternative economic models, such as social- and solidarity-based models, should be promoted. Such initiatives create breathing space for regional and local markets and promote women’s economic empowerment. 

· International and national recognition and enforcement of the following environmental human rights:

· The consumer has a right to of access to relevant and accurate product information  and to products which do no harm either to the environment or to the health of either consumers or workers

· Every person has a right to an equitable share of the world’s resources.

· Making re-use and renewability pre-requisites. Products that cannot be re-used or recycled should not be produced. The substitution of products with services wherever possible can also contribute to sustainable development. 

· No privatization of services providing for people’s essential needs.

· Addressing the structural gender inequality in production processes, for example with women having equal representation in decision-making on the design and type of products. 

· Democratic reforms in media and public space, including restrictions on the corporatisation of media, and the promotion of citizens’ and non-commercial media. National governments should disseminate information about sustainable consumption patterns through specific campaigns.

· Internalisation of the environmental and social costs of products, in particular through environmental tax reforms. Women must also be protected by international, binding workers’ rights. Research is needed into the implications for women of such reforms to ensure that they contribute to gender justice.

· Globally binding regulations to attain sustainable porduction and distribution processes are needed, voluntary coes and standards are important but not sufficient.  

· Application of the precautionary principle to new and existing products, as well as combinations of products. This is particularly important for women as child-bearers - the foetus and young children are more at risk from toxic products than adults.

· Transparancy of the product lifecycle. NGOs need to continue their role of watch-dog over product lifecycles.

· Research is needed into the consuming patterns of women and men, and into the differences in the time invested by women and men into sustainable living practices.

Biodiversity and Gene Technology

We urge acknowledgement of the intrinsic value of biodiversity of ecosystems, species and varieties, as well as the crucial function that biodiversity plays in the maintenance of all life, including production, habitat, regulation and information. We are deeply concerned by the serious threats to biodiversity that directly influence the livelihoods of communities and particularly those of women and people living in poverty. 

As the sustainable use of plant genetic resources is indispensable for their conservation and further development, and as indigenous and local communities have been effectively using them in a sustainable way, we call upon the international community to take effective and sensitive measures in support of these communities and their sustainable agriculture. Women play a crucial role in conservation and sustainable utilization of plant genetic resources. As a consequence they are especially affected by damages to biodiversity. Therefore, we consider the empowerment of women active in agriculture and food production a crucial contribution to the conservation of biodiversity.

In view of the importance of biological diversity to all life on earth we call on our governments, the international community, including the EU and the Council of Europe, and the WSSD to respond on the following key issues:

· Establish, at the international level, the general principle of multilateral environmental and social agreements such as the CBD  (Convention on Biodiversity) to override trade regulations such as those contained in WTO (World Trade Organisation) agreements, e.g. the TRIPS agreement (Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights).
· Establish, at the international level, Farmers’ Rights as Human Rights. (Farmers’ Rights as defined by the international community comprise, among others, the rights to save, collect, grow, exchange, adapt, breed, market their own seeds at all events and at any time.) In this context special attention has to be given to the roles, needs and competence of women farmers.

· Ban patents on life forms (including patents on whole organisms, plant varieties, parts of organisms, genes and traits) now obligatory under the stipulations of the TRIPS agreement as they have great potential to restrict farmers’ access to, and sustainable use of, plant genetic resources (Farmers’ Rights).

· Ban the use of genetically modified plants and plant varieties for agriculture as well as the use of GMOs for food production and, at the same time, guarantee the diligent application of the precautionary principle and comprehensive risk assessment procedures wherever gene technology and GMOs are used or applied for medical purposes.

· Ensure the enforcement of environmental impact assessments with regard to biodiversity for any projects or programs concerning nature, natural resources, ecosystems, habitats, etc. and/or agriculture and indigenous and local communities.

· Emphasize support for sustainable methods to increase and improve food production, and make available public funds at national, regional and international levels for participatory research - with special emphasis to women’s involvement - on such methods, in particular, on organic and low external input agriculture: and stop spending large sums of public funds on research on gene technology.

Globalisation: PRECEDENCE OF HUMAN RIGHTS, HEALTH AND SOCIAL JUSTICE
Economic globalisation 

The current economic liberalisation, and the policies of the International Financial Institutions and the World Trade Organisation must be reformed in order to conform to principles of sustainable development, democracy and gender justice. Research, assessment and monitoring of the effects of policy for women, children and poor is needed. Free trade and market liberalization should never be an aim in itself. Multinational corporations have to be held accountable, and there is a need for re-regulation of markets and economy. Respect for existing local experience and structures must be ensured.

Stop worldwide militarisation 

Aggression as a response to aggression only generates more aggression and conflict. The current escalation of world wide militarisation must be stopped, and governments and the military industry should be held accountable for the all destructive effects of armed conflicts, including environmental-, social-, psychological consequences, and the violation of human rights and violations against women and children.  

Our Women’s Action Agenda for Sustainability calls for responses on the following key issues:

· A stop to world-wide trade liberalisation, carrying out of an evaluation of effects of trade liberalization and an assessment of the specific needs and preconditions of different countries.  Only then should democratic future planning in accordance with environmental, social, and gender justice be pursued. 

· Implementation of Sustainable Development regulations in the WTO and International Financial Institutions must be implemented, laying down principles for environmental security, democracy, transparency, social development and gender justice.

· Establishing of global regulations on the activities of corporations, to ensure social development, gender justice, and environmental security.

· Regulate Foreign Direct Investments so as to ensure that they do not compromise sustainability.  

PROMOTE ORGANIC AGRICULTURE AND sustainable Rural communities

Our Women’s Action Agenda for Sustainability calls for responses on the following key issues:

· Promotion of Organic agriculture worldwide, as a model for sustainable agro-ecological practice that protects ecosystems and biodiversity, produces healthy and nutritious food, and promotes sustainable rural development. 
· Providing funding for research, training, education and awareness raising to achieve these goals.  
· Assuring Involvement of women and small-scale farmers at all levels. 
· A ban on GMOs in agriculture. Genetically Modified Organisms (GMO’s) should not and need not to be used in agriculture.

· Maintaining and promoting rural livelihood, ensuring access to land, basic services and infrastructures to guarantee the quality of life. Local communities should be empowered by capacity building and training in order to ensure multistakeholder involvement on rural development policies and decision making. Women’s role, knowledge and needs must be taken into account. 

· Industrialized nations should reform their Agricultural Policy (e.g. EU CAP) so as to ensure sustainable agriculture world-wide. The European Union should , in accordance with the Copenhagen Declaration urgently develop an European Action Plan for organic farming. National plans and institutional frameworks for organic agriculture should support this.

GENDER APPROACH FOR LIVABLE AND SUSTAINABLE CITIES 

Worldwide, city sustainability is directly related to the sustainability of the countryside. The urban/rural relationship is becoming every day more difficult in the developing countries. Urban growth and rural/urban shifts in the South are occurring in a context of far higher absolute population growth, at much lower income levels, with much less institutional and financial capacity, and with considerably reduced opportunities to expand into new frontiers, foreign or domestic. 

Sustainable urban development requires gender responsive land use, transport policy and housing. New policy and design practices should equally meet women's needs and involve them in a range of ways in intervention around housing and basic urban service provision. 

· Basic resources and basic needs should not be sold (water, education..) to a population that cannot effort to buy them (such as poor women).

· Local authorities can often negotiate more flexibly than national government,  and therefore can do more  to reduce the negative impacts of globalization. We call on them to promote sustainable, participative development in their cities.

Our Women’s Action Agenda for sustainability calls for responses on the following key issues:

· The UN member States should continue to codify, evaluate, and disseminate best practices in  order to develop programs, instruments, methodologies and pilot projects that allow for gender mainstreaming in urban and environmental policy.

· Equal opportunity in gender relations should be considered a general criterion for success of any sustainable planning process. Gender impact assessment should be mandatorily applied to plans and programme.

· The UN member States should support capacity building of all groups that can contribute to mainstreaming gender equality in human settlement development. Links and policy instruments should be used to enable women and other vulnerable group to define and pursue their own paths to sustainability. 

· In order to better evaluate the relationship that exists between women, environmental and urban policies and programs, effective data and indicator systems should be developed, which build on existing data sources. Effective policy Indicators  could be: Reducing the ecological footprint of cities and families; Women’s empowerment as an indicator of the success of intervention; Use of gender indicators in monitoring. One important improvement of these statistical systems should be that data and indicators are gender-disaggregated.

· Governments should create programs providing affortable services for employed women  in order to ensure equal opportunities for improvement of health and economic situation, and social and political participation.
· Governments should support equitable access to infrastructure and develop gender-neutral political strategies for urban livability.

