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Seminar „Labour Issues and Globalisation“

Vienna, 4-6 November 2002

Venue

Education Center Kardinal König Haus, Lainzer Strasse 138, 

A-1130 Vienna, Austria

Phone: +43-1-8047593, office@kardinal-koenig-haus.at, 

www.kardinal-koenig-haus.at 

Background

   In the past decades the employment situation has been undergoing major changes in the different economic sectors in all parts of the world. 

The globalisation of trade and investment affects many aspects of our lives, definitely also labour standards and working conditions. The current international trade order gives power to Multinational Companies (MNCs), but most MNCs do not see a moral obligation to use their power to improve people’s lives in the countries where they operate. 

   Both, governmental bodies and non-governmental organisations continue their efforts in order to find common and agreed regulations for MNCs. However, the instruments of the International Labour Organisation, the European Union and the OECD, as well as codes of conduct written by NGOs are non-binding and have weak supervisory mechanisms, thus being less effective in practice.

   Numerous NGO campaigns were successful in raising public awareness as far as it concerns MNCs’ behaviour and impact; the violations of labour rights and consequently also human rights in the informal sector are, however, often hidden from the public. 

   In both, the formal and the informal sector women workers and children are the most vulnerable groups. 
Objectives of the seminar

   In this seminar we want to discuss labour conditions of workers in the formal and informal sector in different regions of the world, giving special attention to the situation of women and children.

   The seminar’s aim is to bring together NGOs, Trade Unions and other civil society actors to exchange experiences, share ideas, learn about the situation in other parts of the world and finally, to develop strategies and find ways of working together. The examples of campaigns and movements presented during the seminar and the draft campaign designed in working groups should stimulate and encourage you to take up labour issues in your organisation’s agenda and to bring home new ideas for your future work.

Participants
· 20 representatives from NGOs in EU candidate countries

· 3-5 NGOs from the EU member states

· 2 NGOs from the South

· An adequate share of applications from women will be taken into consideration.
Working language
English

Application

Please return your completed application form to TRIALOG by September, 20th 2002 October, 15th (new deadline for application)! Application forms can be downloaded from www.clong-trialog.at/images/docs/Application-form.pdf  Should you have any problem downloading the form or filling it out, please contact us (stagiaire@clong-trialog.at)!
Visa

Please contact us in case you need further support.

Costs

· Boarding, lodging, and participation in the seminar is free of charge.

· Your travel expenses will be reimbursed by TRIALOG (second/tourist class, train for countries bordering Austria, Apex flight ticket).

Further Information

For further information, please contact:

Julia Nietsch

TRIALOG - EU Enlargement and NGDOs

Wohllebengasse 12-14/8

A-1040 Vienna

Austria

Tel +43-1-319 79 49-13

Fax +43-1-319 79 49-15

Email: stagiaire@clong-trialog.at 

Web: www.clong-trialog.at 

Seminar „Labour Issues and Globalisation“

Vienna, 4-6 November 2002

Programme
Monday, 4 November

8.30 – 9.00


Registration

9.00 - 10.30

Welcome of participants

small groups to get to know each other

10.30 – 11.00

Break

11.00 – 11.45

MNCs and Labour Conditions 

The nature of MNCs; free trade zones; sub-contracting chain (including home-workers), working conditions

Kjeld Jakobsen, Central Unica dos Trabajadores - CUT, Brazil

11.45 – 12.30

The Experience in Central- and Eastern 

European Countries

12.30 – 14.30

Lunch

14.30 – 15.30

Clean Clothes Campaign

Presentation of the campaign, Codes of conduct and their usefulness

Beatrice Achaleke, Clean Clothes Campaign, Austria

15.30 – 16.00

Break

16.00 – 17.30

2 Working Groups

Participants split up in two groups working on the same questions (flip chart)

Resource persons: Beatrice Achaleke, Kjeld Jakobsen

· What is the situation in my home country?

· Can I see parallels between the problems in my country and other countries?

· How can I influence the current situation in my home country and in other countries? (make a list of strategies)

17.30 – 18.00

Plenary: Presentation of Outcome of the 

Working Groups 
18.00



Dinner

19.30 Guided tour in the city center
Tuesday, 5 November

9.00 – 9.45


International Regulatory Instruments 

ILO Conventions, OECD Guidelines, how useful are these guidelines in practice

Elisabeth Beer, Arbeiterkammer Wien, Austria

9.45 – 10.30

Working Globally

Presentation of the Austrian Trade Union's development education project

Christoph Klatzer, Working Globally, Austria

10.30 – 11.00

Break 

11.00 – 12.00

Trade Union of Women in the Informal Sector 

– SEWA (India) 

Namrata Bali, SEWA, India

12.00 – 14.00

Lunch

14.00 – 15.30

Fair Trade

What is Fair Trade? Presentation of the awareness raising project “Fair Weeks”

Rainer Stoiber, Südwind Agentur, Austria

The positive impact of fair trade for producers in the South

Orange producer from Brazil (not confirmed)

15.30 – 16.00

Break

16.00 – 17.30

2 Working Groups

Resource persons: Rainer Stoiber, Christian Mücke, Clean Clothes Campaign, Austria

· How can I join the presented campaigns?

· What would such a campaign look like in my home country? What can I adapt? What would I have to do differently?

17.30 – 18.00

Plenary: Outcome of the Working Groups

18.30 Video (optional)

Wednesday, 6 November

9.00 – 9.45
Child Labour in the Silk Weaving Industry 

of Kanchipuram

S. Jeyaraj, Rural Institute for Development Education, Kanchipuram, Tamil Nadu, India

9.45 – 10.30

Child Labour Free Villages

A project in India, run by the Austrian NGO Dreikönigsaktion

Barbara Preitler, DKA, Austria

10.30 – 11.00

Break

11.00 – 12.30

4 Working Groups

Follow up of previous working groups

Aim: Draft a campaign or an action plan

· How can I initiate such a campaign in my home country?

· With whom could I make alliances in my home country as well as across the borders?

· Who would be the target group of my actions?

12.30 – 14.00

Lunch

14.00 – 15.00

Plenary: Outcome of the Working Groups

15.00 – 16.00

Evaluation of the Seminar

16.00



End of Seminar

18.30



„Heurigen“ – a typical Austrian tavern
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Application form for participation in the seminar on

„Labour Issues and Globalisation“

Vienna, 4-6 November 2002

Deadline for application: 15 October 2002 

(e-mail: stagiaire@clong-trialog.at / fax: +43-1-319 79 49 –15)

Only typed registration forms will be considered!

	Surname: Ms./Mr. 
	First name:

	Organisation:

	Function:

	Street:

	Code:
	City:
	Country:

	Phone:
	Fax:

	e-mail: 
	Web:


Please answer the following questions:

1. Please give a short description of your organisation (with special emphasis on activities related to labour issues - labour rights, child labour, fair trade, … - if your NGO is working in these fields).

2. What is your special interest in the field of labour issues and what is your motivation to participate in the seminar?

Criteria for participation

· Participation in the whole seminar (4-6 November 2002) is obligatory
TRIALOG  Wohllebengasse 12-14  1040 Vienna  Austria   office@clong-trialog.at  www.clong-trialog.at

