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Kafka in England

Neither via Belsen, nor as a maid of all work

The stranger came, by no means a refugee.

And yet the case was a sad one:

His nationality was in doubt.

His religion occasioned lisping embarrassment.

“Have you read Kafka?” asks Mrs Brittle at breakfast.

“He’s rather inescapable and quite fundamental, I feel.”

“Have you read Kafka?” asks Mr Tooslick at tea,

“Then you’ll understand the world much better –

Though nothing in him is real.”

Miss Diggs says: “Is that so?

I thought that was reactionary. Don’t you?”

Only little Geoffrey Piltzmann

Dreams: “Who?

“I mean does well out of this,

They must be dead after all,

I mean all those people in Prague – well, no matter what name…”

Yet the brightness shines through the gateway all the same.

Franz Baermann Steiner (1946)
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